Legalizing Prostitution, Sexual Culture and Conceptual Framework

Pagorn Singsuriya**

In this article, a framework is proposed of how to approach the
aggravating situation of today’s sexual (mis)conduct among young
generation which ranges from premature and casual sex to widespread
prostitution. It is designed to save us from two traps. The first is the
“deductivist” proclivity among ethicists who readily apply ethical
principles, such as rights and ‘human dignity’, to controversial issues.
This not only makes them blind to the contexts surrounding these
issues but, in this case of the new ‘sex culture’, also turns them into
ones of its advocates.

The second is the illusion of the seeming clash between
‘liberalism’ and ‘conservativism’, which are actually in active
collaboration to today’s sexual scenarios. Because prostitution is the
‘metaphor’ of sexual relationship in patriarchal society, the issue of
legalizing prostitution is used as the starting point to delineate all the
relevant presuppositions before a proposal of the conceptual

framework.
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