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ABSTRACT

Islam has become a new political power in contemporary world. Besides its conflicts in ideology, social
value, and way of life with the West, Islamic religion and culture has also created tension with people in the East—
including India, China, the Philippines and Thailand. Therefore, to understand Islam from socio-political perspective is
as important as from religious point of view. This paper analyzes Islam in Southeast Asia from a historical and socio-

political perspective as well as Islamic role in contemporary world’s conflict.
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